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Types of Prescriptions

1.Keynotes Characteristics Symptoms Totality of 

Characteristic Symptoms Causation- Remote 

and Immediate

2.Specifics

3.Totality of General Characteristic Symptoms.

4.External Applications



Types of Prescriptions

5.Prophylactics and Genus Epidemicus

6.Miasm

• Drug

• Vaccination

• Psora

• Syphillis

• Sycosis

• Mixed

7.Organopathic Remedies.



Stalwarts of Key Notes Prescribing

1.Dr Henry N Guernsey-1817-1885.

Professor and Dean,Hahnemann College 

of Homeopathy

Graduate from University of New York 

1844

Hon.degree from Homeopathic Medical 

College of Philadelphia  1862

Chairman and Dean of O&G @

Homeopathic Medical College 1862     



Stalwarts of Key Notes Prescribing

2.Dr Joseph C Guernsey 

1840-

Son of Dr HN Guernsey

Graduate of Hahnemann Me

dical College, Philadelphia  

1862



Stalwarts of Key Notes Prescribing

3.Dr Henry Clay Allen 1836-1909

He studied medicine at the College of Physician and Surgeon 

in Ontario,Canada and received his homeopathic training at 

Western Homeopathic College at Cleveland Ohio ,where he gr

aduated in 1861.

Serve as a Surgeon in the Union Army under General 

Grant.

Founder of Hahnemann College of Chicago- 1868

Founder of Herring Medical College  - 1892

Dr Adolph Lippe( 1812-1888),

Dr EB Nash(1838-1917)

( Note American Civil War 1861-1865)   



Symptoms

The word symptom was derives 

from word SYMPTOMA a Greek 

word which means “ Any change 

that happens “



Symptoms

Symptomatology(also called Semiology) is a branch of 

medicine dealing with the signs and symptoms of a disease.

In Homeopathy symptoms is defined as “ any change in the h

ealth of the body and the mind, which is felt by the the patient 

remarked by those around him and observed by the physician

.



Symptoms

Understanding Symptomatology will assist 

us in:
Diagnosis & Prognosis of the disease

Imperative in discovering & selecting the Similinum.

Selection of the different Scale of Potency

( Q,trituration, centesimal and 50 millisemal) and 

their dosage.



Symptoms

For the purpose of using 

Key Notes and Specific 

Prescriptions, these Types 

of Symptoms are define:



Symptoms

1.Subjective Symptoms
Felt by the patient himself The deviations and alterations at 

the level of the sensations and functions indicative early stage 

of the diseases which the patient alone can feel.

Example : all types of sensation

Pains,discomforts,vertigo,

illusions,delusions etc



Symptoms

2.Objective Symptoms(Sign)
These are perceptible   changes in health which the physician 

and people who are around the patient observed. 

These kind of symptoms are  a very important guide for the 

physicians  in patients who have difficulty or could not 

communicate . Eg infants, toddlers, deaf and dumb people, 

insane, in a state of unconsciousness, coma etc.

These includes laboratory,MRI, 

X-ray reports etc.



Symptoms

3.Common symptom
Usually present in a drug /remedy or a disease state.

They form the bulk of the origination and development  of a 

disease or drug pharmacology or Homeopathic Pathogenetic 

Trial(HPT)/ Drug Proving.

They are not helpful in remedy selection.

Eg : Pain, Fever,Sweat,Cough…



Symptoms

4.Pathognomonic Symptom
A sign or symptom that is characteristic of a disease that it 

can be used to make a diagnosis. Helpful in differential diagnosis

Eg

Koplick Spots in the mouth opposite the first and second 

molars are pathognomonic of measles.

Cushing’s syndrome -moon face appearance and buffalo hump

Cholera– rice water like stool.



Symptoms

5.Characteristic or Uncommon or Keynotes 

Symptoms.

These are the symptoms  on which prescription has to be 

based upon. It denote those symptoms which are peculiar in the

ir nature and character.

They are peculiar to a few patients suffering from similar disease.



Symptoms

Eg:

1. In Asthma nearly all cases is worse from lying down. If 

however the asthmatic is 

“ relieved by lying down” we have an unusual and peculiar 

symptom. The highly characteristic of PSORINUM.

2. If the asthmatic patient “ finds relief only in the knee – chest 

position” unusual and peculiar, we have a strong characteristic 

symptom of MEDORRHINUM.



Specific Remedy

IS A REMEDY HAVING THE ONLY  

CHARCTERISTIC SYMPTOM 

OR

THEY BELONG TO A GROUP OF 

REMEDIES SHARING THE SAME :



Specific Remedy

1.CAUSATIVE CAUSE-

IMMEDIATE OR REMOTE 

–

INFECTION,TRAUMA-

(PHYSICAL & 

PSYCHOLOGICAL) ETC



Specific Remedy

Exmple
Cause by

a)infection

Nosodes

b) physical trauma

Arnica,Bellis,Strontia Carb etc

b) psycological trauma

Aconite, Arnica etc

c) Mental symptoms from injuries

Nat Sulp,Glonoine

d) ill effects of burn

carb acid, causticum

e) Post operative disorders

calendula, hypericum,



Specific Remedy

2. CONDITION – SUDDEN 

SEVERE ENVIROMENTAL 

AND WEATHER 

CHANGES,



Specific Remedy

Exmple
Cause by severe environmental condition

Hot weather

Nat Carb,Glonoine,Belladonna, Nux Vomica etc

Humid weather

Dulcamara,Nat Sulp



Specific Remedy

3. STAGES OF LIFE-

NEONATAL,INFANTS,

ADOLESCENT ,

ADULT TILL OLD 

AGE



Specific Remedy

Exmple
Infants – Lyco great accumulation of mucus in   

Lung

Mentha Piperita – great accumulation of gas in 

abdomen

Old age menopause women – Oophorinum

Old age men – Orchitinum

Adolescent girls problems – Folliculinum

Diseases of women with long history of 

indigestion and uterine disease – Magnesia Mur



Specific Remedy

4. PATHOLOGICAL PHASE-

INFLAMMATION,GANGRENE-

(DRY,WET AND GASEOUS),

SURGICAL , SIDE EFFECTS OF 

HERBAL OR ARTIFICIAL 

DRUGS ETC.



Specific Remedy

Exmple
Dry Gangrene of DM – Secale

Gangrenous Furuncle or Carbuncle in DM –

Anthracinum,Gun Powder , Sulphuric Acid

Steven Johnson Syndrome – ANTIPYRINUM

Constipation in Heart patients- Phytolacca D.

Spinal paresis in the aged and after a disease-

Iridium Met.

Cardiac Debility after Influenza – Iberis Amara.



Specific Remedy

5. OCCUPATION-

LITERARY ( ACADEMIC

IAN,STUDENTS),

LABOURERS etc



Specific Remedy

Exmple
a) Academician- Niccolum Metallicum –

Literary patients with frequent headaches, dyspepsia/

indigestion,constipation,debilated and nervous.

Kali Phosphoricum –

Headache in students,overwork worn out by fatigue.

b) Labourers- with heart problems – Arnica

With spinal problems – Conium, 

Silicae, Hypericum, Cal Carb.

c) Workaholic with hypertension and heart problems – Cere

us Bonplandi.

d)Effects people who  work under gas and electric light – Gl

onoine.



Drug Proving/ Homeopathic 

Pathogenetic Trial(HPT)

(Homeopathic Materia Medicas and 

Repertories)

Empirical

(Through Experience)

Pharmacology 

Drugs

Toxicology

Clinical

Monograph of 

Plants( Herbal 

or Not).

Source of

Symptoms



Significance of symptomatology

Symptoms of diseases are helpful in Differential 

Diagnosis of a disease person or ascertaining the 

disease of a person.

Symptoms of the sick person is essential

to individualise a  person to confirm its Similimum

Remedy

To recognize the disease or pathological 

process as to evaluate its prognosis.

To appreciate the homeopathic 

materia medica and repertories as to 

their variations and perspectives.



ELEMENTS of Key Notes Prescription. 

Characteristic Symptoms including 

Causations and Specifics.

Easy to change colors, photos and Text.

Your Text  Here

Location

Modalities- Aggravation & Ameliorations

Sensations

Concomitant Symptoms.



Second Session



SIMILIA SIMILIBUS CURANTUR

• LIKE IS CURE BY LIKE

• LET LIKE BE CURED BY LIKE 

• RICHARD HUGHES – LET LIKE BE 

TREATED BY LIKES TO ACHIEVE 

CURE



SIMILIA SIMILIBUS CURANTUR

• A DISEASE MAY BE 

CURED BY SOMETHING 

THAT CAN CAUSE 

SIMILAR SYMPTOMS



SIMILIA SIMILIBUS CURANTUR

SYMPTOM MATCHING

ANAMNESIS = CASE TAKING

COMMON SIGN /SYMPTOM OF 

DISEASE PERSON

CHARACTERISTIC SIGN/SYMPTOM 

OF SICK PERSON
INDIVIDUALIZATION

DIAGNOSIS LEVEL OF HEALTH

SIMILIMUM

CURE



1. Disease- Any dangerous divergence

a) From a functional or normal state of entity

b) A disease in a condition that deteriorates the  

normal functioning of the cell tissus or organs

c) A disease can be defined as a clearly defined 

reason behind it.



2. Syndrome- A group of sign and symptom that:

a) Occur together and characterizes a particulars 

abnormality or condition.

b) A setoff concurrent thing and have identifiable 

repeated characteristics.

c) A syndrome however my produce a number of 

symptoms without an identifiable cause



2. Syndrome- A group of sign and symptom that:

Example:-
• Chronic Fatigue Synmdrome

• Polycycstic Ovary Syndrome

• Irritable Bowel Syndrome

• Metabolic syndrome

• Down syndrome

Asyndrome refers to a group, while a disease 

refer to an established condition



3. Disorder

A disruption of the disease 

to the normal or regular 

functions in the body or a 

part of the body.



Disorder

Arrhytmia is not a disease itself it is an abnormal 

heartbeat that occurs as a result of having a       

cardiovascular ddisease.

Disorder can be classified into the following area
• Mental

• Physical

• Genetic

• Emotional

• Structural 



4. Condition

An abnormal state of health  

that interferes with the usual 

activities or feeling of well        

being.



Understanding the different types of 

symptoms with  Boericke Materia medica and 

Repertory and also Allens Key Notes.



THANK YOU


